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brother-in-law was ready to hand her to her g{dly-do.corated
barge; she then proceeded in the royal coach to the Icing's house
in Portsmouth, where her first lady of tLc bedchamber, the
countess of Suffolk, received her. King Charles remained to the
last moment in London, with her yet unknown rival, lady Castle-
mnine.

The queen wrote to king Charles announcing her arrival, but it
was five days before he met her. Admiral lord Sandwich mean-
time spoke and wrote with the utmost approval of the queen's
modest and pious demeanour, and tried to prepossess every one
in her favour; and though a great admirer of female beauty, con-
sidered her a pleasing, if not a pretty woman. Her portraits,
both in England and France, do her more justice than her con-
temporary English historians. Lord Dartmouth affirms that the
king, when ho saw her, asked, " if they sent him a hat inwtead of
a woman." King Charles, however, in his own autograph, wrote
no such uncivil remark, but said, " her eyes were excellent ^ood,
her expression agreeable, and his skill in physiognomy told him
she was as good a woman as ever was born, with wit enough,
and an agreeable voice;" adding, "that he thought himself very
happy, and that they two would be happy together.'5 No doubt
that would have been the case had he been half as good as bis
wife.

Catharine was entreated to dispense with the Roman Catholic
marriage service. It was, indeed, penal to perform it in
England. She insisted upon it, and Henrietta's almoner manied
her to Charles II. in her own bedchamber; the witnesses were
the Portuguese ambassador, two ladies, and threo Portuguese
nobles. King Charles always spoke to hk queen in Spanish, in
which majestic language he excelled; it was the queen's mother's
tongue, and therefore familiar to her.

After dinner the king took Catharine by the hand and led lior
into the hall of his Portsmouth palace, where preparations were
made for the church of England celebration of the inaniage cere-
mony. At the dais appeared the PoHugucse ambassador, with
the bishop of London, and all the royal household; the marriage
service of the comm< >n prayer was performed; to which the quoeai
signified her assent in the presence of as many people as could
crowd into the lower part of the hall, before whom the bishop
of London pronounced Catharine and Charles II. man and wife in
the words of our liturgy. Then the counter of Suffolk followed
the English custom of detaching from the queen's dress all her
knots of blue ribbon, and distributing them to the witnesses as
.wedding-favours. The dress was rose-coloured, the ribbons blue,